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R E A D      T h e N e w s 
From the Desk of the Director I 

It’s almost hard to remember the days before 

March 11 when our whole world completely 

changed. It was that day when we first received 

phone calls from nursing homes conveying that 

our READing STARS students could no 

longer visit or read to residents until further 

notice, and a swift but well-advised decision 

was made to cancel Books for Breakfast that 

coming weekend. The next day was the last face-to-face meeting 

with our Raising Readers Academy families and Friday brought the 

announcement that schools would be closing for what ended up 

being the rest of the school year. In one fell-swoop, not only were all 

of our programs on hiatus, but we were entering a time of uncertainty 

and apprehension.  

As the days went by, we realized that our mission of helping children 
with their reading skills and wanting them to enjoy reading was one 
thing that didn’t change. In fact, without children being in school, we 
knew that they needed our volunteers and programs more than ever 
before. And so, with these challenges 
came innovation, determination, and community partnerships that 
helped us to redefine not what we do but how we do it.  

Our first endeavor was to start the “Coronavirus Response Reading 
Program” in cooperation with The Ezekiel Project and the United 
Way of Saginaw County. We wanted children to have books in their 
hands while they were away from school. To accomplish this, an 
offer was made on Facebook for parents to sign up their children to 
receive 2-3 books for reading practice and pleasure. Within 24 hours, 
692 families signed up 1,150 children! During the following week, 
over 20 volunteers signed up to help select and deliver books to front 
porches all over Saginaw County, and nearly $3,000 was raised to 
help support the purchase of books.  

For Raising Readers Academy, we quickly opened a Facebook group 

for parents and other interested parties where online resources were 
provided for learning at home. Whether it is books being read aloud for 
children to view on their own, websites that provide literacy activities, or 
teaching resources to help parents instruct their children, support 
continues to be provided to new classrooms in homes. Shortly thereafter, 
this family literacy program started meeting through Zoom to resume 
interactive information, demonstrations, and encouragement.  

The Digital Mentor Program began in partnership with the Saginaw 
Intermediate School District where seasoned mentors as well as some 
new faces joined our team. Training took place on Zoom and positive 
relationships, mentoring, and literacy assistance occur through computer 
screens with children in need of a little extra help from a caring adult. 
Books are read, conversations take place, and bonds are formed from 
afar to create a different but necessary way to meet.  

While all of our lives have changed in so many ways, there are a number 
of things that remain the same. The Saginaw community continues 
to value children and their access to reading materials; volunteers will 
walk into the unknown to help young readers succeed; parents 
realize more than ever that they truly are their child’s first teacher; 
working together with community partners brings new perspectives, 
creativity, and amazing results; and you can count on the READ 
Association to continue to support literacy in our community with 
our dedicated volunteers and donors at our side.  

We don’t know if these changes are short-term or long-term, but we can 
assure you that we will continue to advocate for literacy in our 
community by helping children with their reading by whatever 
means are necessary. Thank you for 
walking this path with us to ensure 
that literacy is alive and well in our 
community.  

Take care, read often, and stay tuned,  
 
 
Cynthia A. Pape  
Director/President  
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    Thank You,  
          Sara! 
 

We join together to thank Sara Larsen 
for her 16 years of service with the 
READ Association! We are very 
grateful for her many contributions to 
our organization and incredibly kind 
heart that she has shared with so many 
volunteers, children, and community 
members. Sara’s attention to detail 
and care for each person, event, and 
program were evident at every turn. 
We wish her the best in the next chap-
ter of her life and will truly miss her. 
Thank you, Sara, for your time and 
dedication to READ and for making 
our world a brighter place! 

Sara’s Farewell Message 
 
Sometimes I think the best way to say 
goodbye is not to say goodbye. My time 
here with READ is ending after 16 years, 
as my family and I are moving to Iowa. 
However, I can’t really say goodbye to 
something that has become a part of 
my life, because it will always stay a part 
of my life. I will miss being a reading 
mentor to a couple of new students each 
year, and frequent visits to the office by 
many mentors and coordinators who 
would update me on the progress 
and individual students or centers. I will 
miss pulling together school supplies, 
book baskets and learn-
ing activities for the Raising Readers 
Academy family sessions.  I will also 
miss subbing as a liaison for the READ-
ing STARS program and seeing the joy 
the students and senior residents shared 
with each other. The joy I’ve gained from 
being a part of READ will never leave 
me, though. Seeing selfless people com-
mitted to helping students year after year 
– students they’d never met before the 
first mentor session each fall; working, 
sweating, laughing through many an 
event, or just a regular day at the of-
fice; creating friendships through the 
years with the great people in Saginaw 
County; these things will stay with me 
forever. I’m grateful for the time I’ve 
been able to make a small difference in 
the community through my work, and 
I’m proud to support and be a part of the 
great work that is the READ Association 
of Saginaw County. So, while I may 
be moving farther away, there’s no need 
to say goodbye, because READ, and all 
the wonderful people I’ve come to know 
over the years will always be in my 
heart.    
 

Please join us in welcoming Sue Ful-
mer as the READ Office Coordina-
tor. She will be providing volunteer 
support and assisting with events and 
programs, along with a variety of 
other responsibilities. With her many 
years of office experience, we know 
that she will be an asset to our organ-
ization. In her spare time, Sue loves 
to spend time with her family, read-
ing and working on Pinterest pro-
jects. As to working with READ, she 
commented, “ I am excited to work 
for an organization that helps others 
discover the joys of reading.” Wel-
come to READ, Sue! 

Welcome New 
 Staff 



page 3 

The READ Association is very grateful for our dedicated volunteers! We feel badly that the 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner was cancelled this year, but we hope you realize how valuable 
you are to so many! What an incredible difference you have made with your time, efforts, and 
commitment in promoting literacy with the children of Saginaw County. We look forward to 
working with you in the near future to continue the same mission of helping students increase 
their reading skills and discover the joy of reading.  

Mr. Ryan is reading, demonstrating, 
and supporting positive opportunities 
for parents to help their child learn, 
especially during their time at home. 
Raising Readers Academy continues to 
help families through online sessions once per week 
to keep connected until small groups can meet 
together again.    
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Virtual  

Raising Readers 



READ Mentor Program 

 
Even though Books for Breakfast was un-
fortunately canceled this year, we are hap-
py to share a few of the winners and their 
prizes. This year’s theme was, “I need to 
read so I can be…” to help children focus 
on how reading can lead them to a variety 
of positive life options including their fu-
ture careers. Congratulations to our win-
ners and thank you to all of the readers 
who participated!  

Books for Breakfast 

 
The READ Association, in partnership 
with the Saginaw Intermediate School Dis-
trict and the United Way of Saginaw, has 
connected students with mentors through 
digital opportunities. Mentors and students 
meet virtually through Zoom to help with 
reading, homework help, and making posi-
tive connections on a weekly basis.  
 
Students will need our help with school 
ending early and possibly looking different 
in the fall. If you are interested, please con-
tact the READ Office at  989-755-8402. 

Pictured are poster contest winners from Butman-Fish Library with Site Coordina-
tor, Pam Snarey, and mentors. Other winners were from Westdale Elementary, 
Freeland Elementary, Shields Elementary, Chester Miller, and Sherwood and they 
received a bag of books with some cash prizes. Also, the winner of the bike draw-
ing was from Jessie Rouse Elementary. Congratulations and thanks to all who  
participated! 



June 2020 

 
The “Coronavirus Response Reading Program” (CRRP) 
involved parents signing up their children to receive 2-3 
books delivered to their front porches by volunteers. This 
program affected 692 families with 1,150 children receiving 
2,875 books. Volunteers worked in shifts of 2-3 people to 
carefully select books based on the indicated grade level 
and interest of young readers. In addition, the Marshall M. 
Fredericks Sculpture Museum at SVSU donated art activity 
packs to add to the fun for students. These packets were 
delivered to each families’ doorstep by volunteers to 
encourage reading while away from school as well as show 
students that their community cares about them.  
 
After the majority of books were delivered, CRRP 2.0 was 
opened to additional families to receive books for their 
children. We are pleased to offer this opportunity to 
promote reading by collaborating with The Ezekiel Project 
of Saginaw, the United Way of Saginaw County, and the 
Marshall M. Fredericks Sculpture Museum at Saginaw 
Valley State University. We are also very thankful for the 
monetary donation of $500 by Wildfire Credit Union and 
the nearly $3,000 donated by individuals who gave directly 
to READ or through our Facebook fundraiser. 

The READ Association is in need of new or very gently used book 
donations for PreK-5th grade readers for distribution in Saginaw 
County. Please call our office at 989-755-8402 or email 
cpape@readsaginaw.org. 

READ’S COVID-19 RESPONSE 



 

RAISING READERS 
ACADEMY 
Junior League of the Great Lakes       
  Bay Region 
 

 
READING STARS 
Rite Aid Foundation Kid Cents 
  
 

2019-2020  BUSINESS 
PARTNERSHIP 
  

   CHRONICLE SPONSORS    
   Consumers Energy 
 

   STORYTELLER SPONSORS 
   Morley Companies 
 

 
IN KIND 
Morley Companies 
Magline, Inc. 
 

 
COMMUNITY REWARDS 
Kroger 
 

ENDOWMENT 
Guy & Jan Merriam in memory 
  of David Hall 
Elinor Saunders in memory  
  of Zella Walker  
  in memory of David Hall 

 
 

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS  
    AND MEMORIALS 
Cathy Agnew in memory  
  of Barbara Weadock 
Ed & Mary Andrus in memory  
  of Lloyd Yuill 
Shani Banks in memory  
  of Annie B. Banks 
Carol Bates & Nancy Deisig in 
    memory of Dorothy Helwer 
Tanya & Scott Blehm in memory  
  of Gizella Ann Nikolai 
Jackie Boettcher 
Edward Coates 
Lauren & Thomas Deisler in memory 
   of Lynne Provenzano 
Patricia Evans 
Anne Hetzner 
Lou Ann Jakes 
Sue & Bill Johnson in memory  
  of Harold Saunders 
Jim & Sue Kessler in memory  
  of Kenneth G. DeKoski 
Doreen A. Leek in memory  
  of E. Paul Leek 
Gene & Shirley Nuckolls in memory 
   of Margaret Brown 
Therese-Marie Oeming in celebration 
  of her grandchildren 
Hadley Pinkerton 
 
Jeanie Quinn in memory  
  of John Oberschmidt 
Kiwanis Club of Saginaw  
Duane & Alice Siler in honor  

 Thanks for Giving                             READ Donors since March 2020 edition of READ The News 

Laure King-Miller 
Mary Klenk 
Channing McKay 
Jennifer McKendree 
Guy & Jan Merriam 
Crystal Mills 
Carol Mitchell-Jackson 
Algeria Morris 
Jen Morris 
Dale Myers 
Dr. Jack Nash 
Colleen O’Grady 
Cynthia Pape 
Helen Raica-Klotz 
Sylvia Reimus 
Stephanie Revard 
Brittany Robinson 
Kay Ann Roedel 
Emily Rush 
Maria Sanchez 
Amber Schaefer 
Julie Schnell 
Carol Somers 
Myiesha Smith 
Carol Stoll 
Peggy Sutter 
Jeanette Taylor 
Janis Thom 
Demond Tibbs 
Shadana Williams 
Sue & Pat Williams 
Sharia Woods 
Megan Walker 
Jill Waliczek 
Betty Webb 
Wildfire Credit Union 
Roger & Pauline Winterstein 
Anne Wortley 
Patricia Zane 

  of Sue DeKett 
Lorna Slick 
Linda & George Wojahn in 
  celebration of Stone School  
  First Graders 
Zeta Omega Zeta Chapter – Saginaw 
 
IN MEMORY OF JEAN GREY 
Ed &  Mary Andrus 
Thelma Bailey 
Alice Baldwin 
Laura K. Dean 
Mary Lou Ederer 
Roselynn Ederer 
Ruth Ann Knapp 
Robert & Catherine Looby 
Tom Lynes 
Elinor Saunders 
Thomas & Marcia Schmidt 
Dianne Theboldt 

 
MARCH CAMPAIGN 
Douglas & Kathryn Anderson 
Mimi Bell 
Francis H. Bentley 
Peggy Bistolarides 
Charleen Boland 
Dennis & Sue Browning 
Lou Budd 
Joyce & Bill Canno 
Mary Clark 
Judge Terry Clark 
Charles Cooley 
Sherry Couture 
Olympia DeAgostino 
Lauren & Thomas Deisler 
Tom & Jenni Dexter 
Mary Lou Ederer 
Roselynn Ederer 
Judith H. Farley 
Kenneth F. Fields 
Sharon Floyd 
Sallie M. Gaiter 
Lori Halase 
Margo Halbig 
Jacqueline Hall 
Tom & Gail Hawley 
Paula Holevac 
Judy Jackson 
Jennifer & David Jaffe 
Loretta Keaner 
Mark & Carol Kraynak 
Marcia Lacker 
Carol Lechel in memory  
  of David Hall 
Miriam Light 
Pat Mallery 
Noel Massie 
Keith & Cheryl Marx 
Mari McKenzie 
Laura Morris 
Lou Ellen Mertz 
Judith Nelson 
Dave & Lori Pendleton 
Joe & Jan Plas 
Mark & Deb Piotrowski 
Annette Preston 

Sylvia Reimus 
Lois Rogggenbeck 
Jack & Kathy Rogers 
Carol Schultz 
Scott & Lynne Schropp 
Ethel N. Shaheed 
David & Gail Stoddard 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Taylor 
Betty & Les Webb 
Patricia Webb 
Mohsen & Carol Younes 
Joanne Yule 

 
CORONAVIRUS  
RESPONSE  READING 
PROGRAM 
Bobbi Allen 
Randy Armstrong 
James Bailey 
Katie Bailey 
Trenna Bowman-Martin 
Kinesha Braddock-Mason 
Susan Breen 
Latisha Brown 
Alan Butle 
Kimberley Cherryr 
Brian Christopher 
Rachel Connolly 
Shannon Cooper-Toma 
Karen Cork 
Audra & Gary Davis 
Rebekah D’Haene 
Kay Denardo 
Ashley Deisig 
Nancy Deisig 
Benjamin Denay 
Kermit Diggs 
Stevie Dunton 
Rob Earle 
Lindsay Eggers 
Amanda Fil 
Jamie Forbes 
Katherine Frankowski 
Ashley Gainsforth 
Linda Geiersbach 
Karen Gerhardt 
JaQuiese Gray 
Connie Griffore 
Michelle Goaley 
Pam Grueber 
Tia Hahn 
Derrick Harge 
Kristine Hartl 
Kate Harris 
Amanda Hecht 
Kelly Hendrick 
Sheri Henton 
Jan Hoffman 
Terricina L. Jackson 
Mary James 
Lisa Johnson 
Deidre Jones 
Omar Jones 
Quincy Jones 
Kirsten King 
Carol Lechel 
Guy & Jan Merriam 
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   I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.     
 

   Amount Enclosed:     $25     $50      $100    $250      Other $ __________  
 

  
Donor Name(s): ________________________________________________________________   Phone __________________ 
                           (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged) 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ___________ 
 
Email  _____________________________________________ 
 
This Gift is made:    In Memory of       In Honor of       In Celebration of   ________________________________________ 

                                                                                                                                                                  Person(s) / Family / Occasion 
 

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ____________________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______    Zip ____________ 
 

Make general contributions payable to READ Association. 
Mail all contributions to: READ Association,  
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203, Saginaw, MI  48607 

You can make your donation using a credit card.  To use PayPal click the “Donate” button on www.READinSaginaw.org (at the 
bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402.  

 For the Love of  Reading … Support READ 

I need to read so I can be… 
 
 A clothing designer. I want to create clothing for girls of all 

ages. I will use reading to learn how to measure the fabric, 
yarn and how to sew. 

 An artist who used her imagination to create dragons and 
unicorns. 

 A scientist. I can learn to help humankind and animals. 
Reading can help me learn more and more. 

 A dolphin trainer. 
 A worker to build houses. I need to read so I can read the 

directions.  
 A cowboy that writes songs. 
 A chicken expert. 
 The best mechanic I can be. 
 A kindergarten teacher. 
 A zookeeper. 
 A Marine. 
 A hair dresser. 
 A singer. 
 A trainer. 
 A veterinarian. 
 A day care worker. 
 A pilot.                                                       

 A great reader!                                First place poster 

                                    

For current updates, and program photos 
follow READ on Instagram, Twitter and 
Facebook:  facebook.com/READinSaginaw 

June 2020 

National Reading Month 
Poster Contest Responses 



READ Association of Saginaw County 
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203 
Saginaw, Michigan 48607 

Due to these uncertain 
times and limitations 
due to COVID-19, DEAR 
at the Zoo has been 
canceled this year. We 
look forward to the 
celebration of reading 
at this community 
event in June 2021! 
 

SPONSORS READ EVENTS 

READ Literacy Mentor Program and 
Raising Readers Academy are 
funded in part by the United Way of 
Saginaw County. 

Coronavirus Protocols 
 

The READ Association Office is practicing COVID-19 safety 
guidelines as we expand our limited hours to regular hours. 
Upon returning, we ask that all visitors wear a mask and follow 
any required protocols that will be posted on our office door. 
If you have any questions or concerns during this time, please 
feel free to call our office at 989-755-8402. 


